
Permutatio Poetica: Poetic Permutation  Steven London 

This modular poem (in Haiku style) can be read in any order: stanza by stanza, left to right, 

backwards, and at random intervals. Without repeating any individual stanza, if you read all 12 

stanzas in their complete form, you will have over 479 million variations to read and enjoy.  

 

 

The first day arrives 

The time anew sets about 

Followed by the next 

 

 

Rain falls from above 

Mixed into life’s nutrients  

Bursting from calm graves 

 

 

Arise! – the sun’s warmth 

Its rays heat those below it 

Bringing comfort now 

 

 

Cool air filling lungs 

In/out, all is synchronized 

As the end draws near 

 

 

 

As time progresses 

Full of love’s sweet jubilee 

To be soon replaced 

 

 

With colors brought forth 

Now its energy abounds 

Existence in swing 

 

 

Golden light above 

To summon nature’s colors 

Life and death dance on 

 

 

The time almost gone 

Reflecting sans avarice 

As time moves onward 

 

 

 

With nature’s march 

The earth issues abundance 

With colorful life 

 

 

Near the half-way point 

Evolving toward the peak 

At maximum growth 

 

 

As leaves fall to earth 

Preparing for transition 

From warmth into cold 

 

 

Hark! Time is fleeting 

As the curtain call arrives 

To become final 

 


